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.CCEPT, belbwad hide, my 
ſincereſt condolence on the loſs of 
your moſt amiable mother, which F 
have learnt with heartfelt concern. 
By any one, fuch a deprivation would 
be ſeverely felt, but to a mind fo un |» 
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prepared for calamity as your's, it muſt 
be Peculiarly affective.— Let me in- 


treat you * not to bear your griefs 


alone and leave me out, wheſe af- 


fection for you merits that I ſhould _ 


participate in AlL your diſtreſſes; ; and 
I cannot think you act kindly by me, 
if you do not indulge me with your 


| company in Town. My father, whoſe g 
health you know to be very declining, 5 
is ſo unuſually ill, that I cannot be 


with you till to-morrow, when (as 
theſe ſevere attacks do not hold him 
long) I truſt I ſhall be able to repair 
to, and bring yout back. In the mean 


- while, Mrs. Morriſon. 1s fo. good as to 
convey this, that you may be prepared 
bs ti expect and accompany me to 


eee, You. know that, you 
1.90, 
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| ſometimes Sir Francis Neville, who is 
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will find here none but "TE "6 | 
ardent to comfort you;—my father, 
who. always. viewed you with almoſt 
parental renderneſs, - my ſiſters, who 
love and admire you beyond meaſure, 
—myſelf, who am devoted to you with 

a warmth and truth which renders you- 
almoſt the firſt object of my ſolicitous - 
affection, and (if: you object not) — 


accuſtomed to be much domeſticated 
with us, my father having been his 

| guardian. 33 hope to be with you. 
carly,/ in the mean time. believe me, 


Your ever beginne, | 
k. WAA 
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WE AETTER I 


5 MRS. MORRISON, "/ 
„ 165, +0 . 

nnn ! 
xk, my dear Miſs Harriet, he 
| opportunity of your carriage returning, 
1 to acquaint you of the ſtate in which I 
found your lovely friend. Surpriſe alt 
calamity which had befallen her, 
ſeemed to ſhare with the deſpair into 
1 which ſhe was plunged; and 1 had 
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once more in 1 my life an- opportunity. 


of deploring the ſubduing effects of 
ſorrow, pointing its frf envenomed 
dart at the unprepared Ons | 


z 


Yow letter proved the moſt aſ- 


ſuaſive balm which could have been 
offered; and the delay of your arrival, 
by leaving ſomething to hope, gave a 
ſpring to her mind even your actual 
preſence could not have afforded— 
She made an effort to receive me with 
compoſure, but her affliction overcame | 
her, and The broke from me. I thought 
it moſt prudent to ſend her maid, and 
not intrude myſelf; as ſhe had haſtened 
to her chamber. Lucy brings me 
word ſhe requeſts me to excuſe her for 
do. night, and will endeavour to receive 
B F you 


* 


uw & 2755 
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Us 


learn from him that Mrs. Baynton was 


q ' — 
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- you to-morrow as your kindneſs merits, 

and if poſſible to return with you. 1 
ſent as you adviſed me (as our ami- 
able friend has no near connections) 
to the Clergyman of the place, and he 
will aſſiſt me in the melancholy at- 
tentions neceſſary on this occaſion. I 


a moſt amiable woman, but that 
having early loſt a huſband, to whom 
bhbler aſffection was exceſſive, ſhe had 
: transferred to his then infant daughter, 5 
ſo paſſionate a tenderneſs, as had led 
her to ſtudy her very wiſhes, before 
they broke out into words, and to 
_ {laviſh on her an. indulgence which 
never had been interrupted by a mo- 
ment of contradiction. ** Yet,” con- 
tinued be, ſuch is the gentle do- 
f | -  *cilizy 


+4 


TA 
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ec cility of Miſs Bayntor 8 nature, that 
«© ſhe is more obliging and conde- 


c ſcending than thoſe who one would 
« ſappoſe muſt have been broke in 
6 by the ſevereſt training, to the ob- 
cc ſervance of ſocial” duties.” — The 
whole neighbourhood take part in her 
ſorrows, and: well may the people bleſs _ 
her; for the only direction ſhe hass 
given is, that it may be remembered, 
aſſiſtance continues to be beſtowed 
on all who . it. I remain, 
| Dear Madam, = 
Your ever affectionate 
And obliged — 1 


| | H, MORRISON. 
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ELY, my dear Vincent, I have 
all my life in a ſtrange error. I 
love as a tranquil pre- 
, à high eſteem and admiration 
of the character, join'd to ſuch a tender 
Intereſt in the ang as induond a _ 


gave 


2 
A 5 
5 
q 


1 garded; as ſhe viewed me with calm 
friendſhip alone, while I had Been 


| ancaſineſs; the mother of her friend 
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hee her ever ſome: appropriate and 
diſtinguiſhing charm, * to which no 
other woman could pretend. With 


_ theſe ſentiments, and only theſe, I have 


believed myſelf a lover ; but now that 
I feel the inſtantaneous power of ſud- 


den paſſion, I wonder at my own de- 


tuſion.—T repoice, that, but by obſcure | 
hints, I had made known my wiſh to 


be united to the amiable Harriet; 
and 1 rejoice too, (ſtrange that I ſhould 
rejoice at this ) chat ſecure in her in 


es ECO » 
4 VE N 


ae, theſe hints paſſed un © 


n to excite a e mnt: 


Some ho ago 1 land: Tel in en 


had 
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had died after a very ſhort Aeg and 
M expreſſed a fear this blow would 
quite deſtroy the peace of her-lovely 
Maria, who had been cheriſhed by 
this fond parent with moſt unuſual | 
tenderneſs. Added to this, ſhe told me, 
the ſecluſion from the world in which 
Mrs. Baynton had lived, from the 
time of her huſband's death, had kept 
her daughter, (notwithſtanding the 
intelligence of her mind) in a ſtate of 
almoſt infancy, as to the evils and 
"the conduct of life; and that, ex- 
cepting herſelf, ſhe knew no one to 
whom this dear orphan could look-up 
for that kindneſs and watchful: at- 


tention to which the had been accul- - 
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The ſacoceding day ſhe' pre- 
vailed on Miſs Baynton to accom- 
pany her to London. As the carriage 
drew up I retreated of courſe, - yet 
unperceived I beheld the figure of the 
lovely mourner, as ſhe entered, lean- 
ing on her friend. Her attitude had 
in it that ſort of gracefulneſs which 
peculiar elegance of form, united to 
ſenſibility of ſoul, gives to a ſorrowing | 
fair one; — I was truck! by it. For 
ſeveral days ſhe did not appear; after 
repeated enquiries I-found, that un- 
_ _ to. detain Miſs Hartiot from 
her family, ſhe had reſolved to come 
down in the evening. I propoſed 
abſenting myſelf, but learnt, that 
(knowing how much of my time I 
n at. General Williams' aa ſhe had 
| Fs POLE 
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= politely inſiſted on EE me in the 
draving-room. - 


When ſhe 3 my whole foul 
was captivated - felc the full power 
of beauty and of love. For ſome time 
the apprehenſion that I was ſcarce at 


 Hberty thus to devote my heart, made 
me ſtruggle with my chains, and but 


bound them the faſter ;—at length I 


ſummoned reſolution by degrees to 
unfold to Miſs H. Williams all that 
'Þ _ ed in my heart reſpecting her 


Hr friend. —Her anſwer conveyed to 

me quiet and hope. She had perceived 

- from the firſt the effect Miſs Baynton's 

uncommon charms had upon me; and 

thought I need not deſpair of winning 

che affection of this angelic creature. 
j foam | All 
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All my doubts are now vaniſhed ; and 5 
though I do not venture yet to ſpeak 
of love, I think the time may come 


* 


when ſuch a ſubject will be 1 
permitted me. 


5 


— 


Vour's ſincerely, 
3 


3 
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Sag LET TER: 


LADY CAROLINE M'LOUD,. 
7 5 T 0 " 


MR. DO RM ER, 


I MUST, my dear William, con- | 
trive by ſome means to get away from 
this dreary dwelling. © Ever hateful as 
is its gloom, it is now ten times more; 
 ſo.—Daily and hourly. do I hear my 
parents lamenting the death of a bro-- 
ther I never loved, (as his birth de- 
prived 
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— me of the! hope of an inhe- 
ritance, which, though yet young, 1 
| began to feel the value of) and while 
he is hourly lamented, the author! of 
| his fate is execrated. But amidſt all 
my afflictions I continually rejoice 
that the hot- brain'd Argus did not 
reveal the ſecret he ſo unhappily diſ- 
covered; but ſingly ſeeking his re- 
venge, the fatal truth was buried in 
his tomb. Vour eſcaping undiſco- 
vered was the happy conſequence of 
thoſe pains he had taken to conceal 


his deſign from every human being. — 


I have now waited here till all hope of 
tracing the murderer, as they ſtile him, 
is given up. have appeared to ſhare 
their diſtreſs, without 2 for fear | 
in 


1 


your land which has afforded you ſo 

fecure an aſſylum, and meet me at 

Windſor, whither Lam going in con- 
vence of an invitation 1 
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LETTER V. 


* 


| LORD VINCENT, 
e 


SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE. 


Arm ſo, my dear Neville, ou 
really believe. in the magic power of ; 

beauty, and are ready to receive a 
wound from Cupid's arrow, whenever- 
he will take the trouble of aiming one. 5 
—You are idle, my friend, you are 
idle, and as miſchief always ſucceeds: 


v4 inactivity, you have given yourſelf up 


Vol. . 7 C | e to 
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to manic, 5 are the acknow- 
ledged victim of an irrefiftible con- 
_ queror,—There is no ſuch thing, be- 
lieve me, either in love or war, — tis 
the cowardice of the defence, not the 
vigour of thę attack, that gives ſo 
many ſignal victories.— But if the fit 

has taken you, tis not for me, one of 
the Prophanz, who renounc'd the ſon 
of Venus, as readily as the reſt of the 
Pagan deities, to. contend with you. 
Farewell, I wiſh you happineſs, whe- 
ther dreaming or awake, for I hold all 
lovers as dreamers;—yet ſometimes, 
and may it be thus with you, their 
deluſions are ſo pleaſant it would be a 
io to wake them, 


Ever your” "EXP 
9 © VINGENT. 
5 
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MISS WILLIAMS, 


MISS H. WILLIAMS. | 


; 1 Rejoite, my. dear Harriot, at Miſs 
Baynton's being with you; her ſociety 
will, I am convinced, much relieve 
that oppreſſion, a which, 5 though you 
never complain of, I am conſcious 
you muſt ſometimes feel, from the 
: unremitting attendance and care our 
r C2 N dear 
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dear father's illneſs, and his afflicted 
and thereby weakened mind requires. 
Since our ſad Joſs he ſeems to enjoy no 
comfort or compoſure but what you 
beſtow ; and while I am happy you 
are both ſo able and willing to ſooth 
his cares, I ſometimes lament the de- 
gree of w-atchfulneſs this requires.— 
My kind grandmother will ſpare me 
for a few days and I ſhall haſten to 
you ;—but much as I rejoice in theſe 
occaſional opportunities of ſeeing my 
dear Harriot, I cannot let them often 
occur, — for when I am abſent my 
F Aaunt takes up more of dear Lady 
|», Vincent's care than, I think, at her 
age ſhe ſhould beſtow :—but we have 
ever made it a point, not to leave her 
\ 0 the attention of ſervants alone.— 
7195, „ There 
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There is no ſituation in which the 
affiquities of delicacy and affect ion are 
ſo important, as in one where the 
mind has loſt its power, and thereby | 
rendered the dependance more ab- 
ſolute, than any concurrence of events, 
while reaſon maintains its influence, 
can do. Lady Vincent ſends her love 
to you all. I am ever your moſt af- 
fectionate friend and ſiſter, 


JULIA WILLIAMS. 


0 * 
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MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS, 
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MISS WILLIA Ms. 


I Grieved to part with you, my dear 
Julia, yet could not urge your ſtay. - 
Perhaps thoſe ſacrifices of inclination - 
we pay to our ſenſe of duty, as they 
are among the firſt of our obligations, 
have ever attending them ſuch a ſa- 1 
tisfied conſciouſneſs, as is no incon- 
VV 
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ſiderable compenſation for the effort 

they require. Was L inclined to mo- 

ralize, I ſhould do it on this theme, ass 3 
it ſets even the ſacrifices of virtue info 
fair a point of view, as almoſt to teach 

us to rank them among our pleaſures. 

Lady Vincent deſerves all thoſe you 

can make her, for never did I ſee a a 

woman, accuſtomed from her youth to 

flattery, to affluence, and every poſhible 
attention, who had grown old with 

ſuch conſideration of the fatisfation of 

others. I know ſhe would — 

have you always in her fight, yet . 
every. year has ſhe allowed you to 1 
gladden my __ and heart. 3 


3 4 
? 


My father continues beth weak and 72 ON 


low, but I am able to give him my 
> "whe 
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7 whole attention now, which che diſc 
treſs that my dear Maria was in at her 
firſt arrival, obliged meto divide with 

| her. Her ſpirits recover, and though 
her affection for me is all it ever was, 

her dependance on me for comfort and 
ſupport is not ſo eee as 1t uſed 


10 be. 


Your ever affectionate, 


H. WILLIAMS. 
SNP $00 oh 
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MISS WILLIAMS, 
. ro 


' MISS H. WILLIAMS. 


1 Am very happy, my dear Harriot, 
that I did not prolong my ſtay with . 
you. There is perhaps ſeldom any 
cup of ſorrow in which ſome drop of 
comfort does not allay the bitterneſs, 
of the draught ; the affliction I have 
now to — would have been ten 


chouland " 


26 ER von or me. 1 5 


thouſand times. more. grievous, - had 


any conſideration been powerful 


enough to detain me from my ex 
cellent grand · mother, at the time 1.50 
was fo neceſſary to her. 


On. returning here I found her 
much changed in looks, yet with her 
uſual placid and chearful manners; 
but on my enquiring earneſtly if her 


health had ſuffered, ſhe acknowledged 


not having been quite as well as uſual, 


adding, ſmiling, that at more than 


« ſeventy this might be compounded 


«© for.” intreated her to apply to a 


Phyſician, — his care & ſkill were vain, 
a few days illneſs deprived me of the 
kindeſt of friends. - She told me ſhe 
e the world i in peace, conſcious 
that 
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that in me her daughter would always 

have a watchful and kind friend; and 

that through my means ſhe would 
obtain all the advantages of a fortune 

ſhe was incapable of enjoying more 
immediately. I promiſed never to 
quit my aunt; nor will I ever. You 
muſt, my Harriot, 'be kind and fre- 
quent in your correſpondence, for that 
vill be my conſolation for this ſepa- 
W ration from you, and for my ſevere 
W deprivation. © Adieu, believe me ever 
7 ue we e „ a 

5. WILLIAMS. * 
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MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS, 


TO 


* 


MISS, WILLIAMS. 


A dear Julia, the intelligence 
your letter conveys is very afflicting to 
us all;—and in addition to the real 
diſtreſs I experience from the de- I g L 

privation we lament, I have a domeſtic 
vexation that at this time much ſub- 0 
dues me. My father ſeems to conſider 
his accumulated ſorrows as an apology 
for breaking through thoſe attentions of 
politeneſs and hoſpitality he was ever 

before 
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before Waden to obſerve elle has: 
even hinted to my dear Maria, that 
a houſe of ſuch affliction is ill ſuited to 
a marriage feſtivity, and ſhe is about 
to quit us for Windſor. It is im- 
poſſible to conceive how much this: 
hurts me;—Sir. Francis Neville will. 
think it ſo ſtrange. Maria too muſt 
feel more than her delicacy allows her- 
to expreſs ;—ſhe attempts to convince 
me, an idea that country air is ne- 
ceſſary to her health, induces her to 
this removal, but I too well know 
her motive. Bven my misfortunes 
have not power to cloſe my heart 
againſt inferior vexations; and the 
mortification I endure, might well, in 


W point of ſuffering, „rank with a ſeverer 


affliction. Vous, moſt ſincerely, k 
| . H. WILETAMS, 


<a * 
% 
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LETTER X. 


MISS BAYNTON, 
T 0. ? 


MRS. MORRISON. 


1 OUR kindneſs to me, my dear 
Mrs. Morriſon, in my heavy affliction, 

encourages me to addreſs. you as an 

" affured friend, and even to entreat 
you to conceal from our dear Harriot 

be motive upon which I ſolicit you to 
procure for me a houſe at Windſor, — 


* 


| 2 I 
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We hom you will not think ſo ill of me 

as to judge me ungrateful to General 
Williams for his kind reception, be- 
cauſe I confeſs. to you I am appre- 
henſive he is ſomewhat w-earied by 
the length of my viſit this I impute 
merely to an impatience of temper 
which he has lately ' contracted, and 
may be unwilling to expoſe to one 
not immediately connected with him. 
And poſſibly he is diſpleaſed that I 
ſometimes draw from him that fa- 
vorite daughter, whoſe attendance and 
ſociety. ſeem now to conſtitute the 
chief comfort of his life. I am there- 
fore, my dear Madam, very anxious 
to remove; and if after procuring me 
a houſe, you would have the goodneſs 
to receive me in it, I ſhould not feel 
9 auite 
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quite forlorn, though quitting my 
kind friend will be a great diſtreſs to 
me. 1 know ſo little how any thing 
of this kind is managed, that I trouble 
you with a note, incloſed, in caſe you 
ought to make any payment on my 
account, and if not, will you forgive 
me, my dear Mrs. Morriſon, if I re- 
queſt you {till to retain it on your own, ME 
for I doubt much if you are quite as 'Y 
rich as you merit to be; and I cer- 
tainly am richer than I ought, for! 
declare to you I am at a. loſs how to ; 
diſpoſe of the ſums my ſteward has 
remitted me. Do not, therefore, I 8 
entreat you, refuſe my requeſt; and 
believe me, my dear Mrs. Morriſon, = 
Your moſt affectionate and obliged, ME 
£4 wh MARIA BAYNTON. 
LETTER. 
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SIR FRANCIS\NEVILLE: *' , 
18 958 
LORD vi NC ENT. 
1 Cannot help your want of faith, 
my dear friend, but I am ſometimes 
inclined to envy a man who can 
doubt of the power of love; for tho“ 
I have never yet wiſhed my freedom, 
I am often made ſenſible of my ſlavery, . 
and what is: moſt ſtrange of my Maria, 
is her being led by timidity rather than 


* 
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by any diſpoſition to play the tyrant, 

to exerciſes of authority and. caprices 

| of conduct that almoſt exceed belief. 
She fancies no one can truly love who 

is not implicitly obedient ; and to be 

aſſured of her power, inflicts on me 
pennances vainer women would refrain 

from, — but her will is indeed my law. 
Farewell, Infidel, for I cannot waſte 

that time on you I may paſs ſo much | 


better 2 
1 END 7. Lour's, f 
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MRS. MORRISON,. 
| 10 


MISS. BAYNTON:. NL” 


| Fa HAVE, my 8 Mig Hai. 
engaged you a very agreeable. houſe, . 
where I already am to receive you. 
J will, with your leave, make uſe of 
the bill you ſent me for your pay- 
ments as they occur, and take- on 
myſclt. the. part of your houfe-keeper, | 
| ol 2— | while. 


4 
1 
| 
þ 
| 
| 


"wth you honor me with the ale of 
your friend. | OE 


— 


1 have, indeed, been in different 


Aces from thoſe I now ex- 
. perience, but have ſuſtained loſſes that 


render the deprivation « of fortune of 
light account in the ſum of my mi- 
ſeries. The death of my huſband and 

children were the . calamities which 
accompanied my relinquiſhment of 
wealth ;—the greater evil deſtroyed all 
ſenſibility to the leſer, and I ſcarce 
think of it but to recolle& with gra- 
tirude the kind aſſiſtance beſtowed on 
eral Williams and his fa- 


0 were my ſupport in a 


moment of calamity, and procured fe 


me the little penſion on which I now 
1 & bu exiſt. 


— 
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exiſt, I am much concerned that the 


conduct of my good old friend ſhould 


have been ſo different from whar you 


had reaſon to expect; but his heart 
was broken by his wife s death, and 
the courteſies of life do not now touch 
him near enough to make him check 


an irritability of temper, which has 


grown on him ſince his misfortunes; 
Lit is to this alone, and not to want of 
affection towards you, that you muſt 
impute his apparent unkindneſs. 9 by 
remain, my dear Miſs Baynton, your 
truly affectionate and ene N 


H. MORRISON. 
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LETTER XIll. 


MR. DORMER, 
To 


LADY CAROLINE M'LOUD., < 


| Acceer, deareſt creature, my 

warmeſt thanks for your acquieſcence 
in a ſcheme which promiſes to re- 

[eſtabliſh the fortunes of the now bank- 
rupt Dormer. When I firſt ſought : 
the bleſſing of your hand, I had at 
leaſt a tolerable proviſion ;—but my 
= 008 


# 
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ill ſtars and unlucky dice have reduced 


me to an extremity nothing but your 
aſſiſtance in this Dog can, relieve. 


ih haſty fake of Miſs "IK led me 


to enquire her name and ſituation, and 


her great affluence excited my envy, 
when I reflected that with it I could 


have placed my love in a ſituation 


adequate to her rank and habits. — 
Want of occupation (as in conſe- 
quence of your letter I was at Windſor 
before you) rather than any particular 
motive, induced me to enquire the 
character of, this young heireſs; and, 
when I found ſhe was the eaſy dupe of 
every piteous tale, and her purſe the 
bank of artful impoſtors, who drew on 


her credulity for the relief of fictitious 


diſaſters, | 


— 
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diſaſters, I conſidered, whether by 
ſtriking a bold ſtroke, ſhe might not 
become the means of raiſing my fallen 
fortunes, and beſtowing on me that 
proſperity I panted to ſhare with my 
Caroline. This idea could only be 
one way purſued, and how, my love, 


have you ſhewn the greatneſs of your 


ſpirit, and ſuperiority of your nature, 
by **ſcorning all laws, but thoſe which 
love has made.” Convinced my heart 
is your's alone, you care not if I wear 
the chains of another, knowing they 
form a bond only to the weak and 
narrow minded. How did you, when 
(finding you unable to aſſiſt my in- 
come) I confeſſed that appearances 
had deceived you, and I was in fact 


t a beggar, tower above thoſe 
confined 


— 72 . | | | 4 
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_ ronfined prejudices which hold your 
Tex in flavery, and greatly daring to 
give all to love,—truſt to the **coming 
on of time” to adorn by ſucceſs, or 
_ cloſe in deſpair, the hiſtory of our 
exiſtance, —a blank it ſhall not be. 5 


The account you give of this idle 

girl's romance, ſhews it is eaſy for a 
genius like your's to manage her.— 
Addreſs her in terms of higheſt flat- 

tery and admiration; be guarded, 
_ - however, rather to convey this as if it 
broke from your glowing mind, than 
as if you meant it to have influence 

on her's. Be ready, with trembling 

ſenſibility, to anſwer all her changes; 
and work upon her temper by © that 
Power, mightier than magic, which 

 firons 
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Arong minds have over weak ones. 
I rejoice that I learnt her attachment 
to Sir Francis Neville, ere I appeared 

before her and profeſſed the lover, — 
that had guarded her againſt me and 
fruſtrated our hopes. 


Adieu, my angel, 
LVour's ardently, 


WILLIAM DORMER.. _.. 


LETTER | 
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— — 


MISS BAYN TON, 
3 
MISS H. WILLIAMS. 


Tauovcnt but a fortnight from 

vou, my dear Harriot, I muſt ſee you 

again,—I find there will be to- mor- 

row, an opera I long to hear, will 

you make a little party thither for me, 
and do not omit to let Sir Francis be 
one of it? - that I know you would 
not, 


* 
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| not, however, for you. are always of 
his fide in our diſputes, and 1 find 
you think it was very whimſical of me 
to ſend him to town for this laſt week 
previous to our marriage; but I had 
a mind to ſee if I could influence him. 
Il want. to be aſſured I have power 
over his heart; not that I am ſuſpicious 
of him, but diffideat of myſelf, in 
whom I could never diſcover thoſe 
attractions my flattering friends lay to 
my charge. You are all in a plot to 
ſpoil your poor Maria, and *tis well 
you are, for I am fo uſed to being 
ſpoiled, that I fear common love or 
friendſhip would ſcarce ſuffice the 
1 of your tender] y affectionate, 


MARIA BAYNTON. 


' LETTER 


ERRORS OF-SINSIBILITY« 45, 


* * #4. 4 © 4# 1 * q „ T D 59 * 
'F ” — 
| ; 1 | | 5 
A 1 q . F : N 
rr 
* | ” by * a . 
? x q . d 0 $ * * 
# 5 o * ; * 6 i * ro FN * # : 


' LADY CAROLINE M'LOUD, 


+ 


MB. DORMER. 


Dear Dormer, 


N An MOST extraor- 
70 occurrence makes me deſire you 
to repair to me immediately, that we 
may conſult together. The ſeeds of 
jealouſy I had endeavoured to ſow 1 in 


Maria's mind, have, though I doubted SS 


their taking root, certainly done ſo 


moſt 


* 
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| moſt ffitualy, for they have brought 
forth unexpected fruit. She has left 


London, much enraged againſt Sir. 


© Francis, whom ſhe ſaw, I find, at the 


Opera with Lady Suſan Wentworth. 
This circumſtance, which I learnt from 
himfelf, who came to Windfor in 
purſuit of her, was exactly what I 
would have wiſhed; for the marriage 
formerly plann'd, gave me the idea of 
awakening her ſuſpicions in this very 
quarter. Whither ſhe is gone you 
muſt diſcoverIf we can work upon 
her preſent reſentment, and you gain 
her willingly, what certain trouble anti 
pęſſible ee and e ſhall we 
eſcape. 


1 Vour 8 ever, 8 
EE. LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 


SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE, 
ro 


MISS e WILLIAMS. 


My Jour Friend, 


V V HAT will bebe 


of me. Miſs Baynton did not return 
to Windfor.—Lady Caroline is evi- 

dently a ſtranger to her deſtination.— 
I am going to Langton-Park, poſlibly 
ſhe has conquered her reluctance to 
returning thither.— I will write from 


chence. Your « ever devoted, 
F. NE VILLE. 


E 


ardor of your affection induced you 
to N that you might conſole her, 
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LETTER. we” > 
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LADY CAROLINE M'LOUD.- 


1 AM happy to tell my beloved 
Caroline my efforts have been ſuc- 
ceſsful;—ſhe is gone to Baynton- 
Grove, near Lancaſter. Loſe no time 
in following her thither, — tell her the 


1 | 
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I will be near, and roma to appear if 

you think there is any hope for me : 

in the character of a lover; — if 8 
the old ſcheme remains to us. You 

ſhall hear from me and know how to 
write, but we mult be cautious of: 

meeting. | | 


Eternally yours, 


WILLIAM DORMER;. 


Vol. I. r 


Pg 
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1 Rejoice, my dear Dormer, at your 
intelligence, and will immediately re- 
pair to Baynton-Grove. — I have 

thought too of a means to get rid of 
Sir Francis for a while. The family 
here ſhall think me returned to Angus- 


e, and that Maria meets me on 
the 
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ſcheme to injure her, but ſimplicity 

may be turn'd to more account than 
could the acuteſt underſtanding, for 

that will ſeldom take a ſecond part; 
and it is neceſſary you and I ſhould 
be the main conduftors of this buſineſs, 
which will, I doubt not, end to our 
mutual ſatisfaction. | 


Ever your's, , 
ET A | C. MLOUD. 


© 


1 - * 
7 * 1 : 5 4 1 3 
>. 1 
> x 8 3 15 2 * 5 x ; & 25 
oh » : * . e * 
L. * a * . bo 5 % > A : 


8 


mm 
» 
P , 
——— 
. 8 0 P 


| 


DT. EE TO 


alt. 


HG + 


. P 
r 81 5 4 * FE, ; 8 4 7 ED, "© 4 
miss H. WILLIAMS, 
* h . M ay * 
- 8 * 


* „ 

* — 6 3 3 4 1 * 4 « E 

4 
. 1 * 

- TRE * 4 

1 FR p , . 49 : 
MISS BAYNTON. 30 
— th Cs - „ 


1 HAVE, at length, my dear 


_ diſcovered your addreſs —How ook 
you leave us thus in affliction and 
ſurpriſe, —Surely you meant to return 
to Windſor;—1I thought ſo, at leaſt, 
as did Sir Francis,—could we be 

j 
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wiltakew Nn my dear friend, 

return thither, or return to me. Vet 
our's is too fad a houſe to preſs you to. 
My father, exhauſted by forrow and 
by ſickneſs, gives me no hopes of his 
recovering, and but little of his long 
continuance upon earth; —which, in- 
deed, ſince my mother's death, has 
been to him a ſtate of baniſhment, 
rather than a home. How is it, my 
friend, that I ſo ſtrongly perceive this 

yet wiſh to preſerve him ?—Reaſon and 
feeling hold a continual warfare in 
every human breaſt; happy will be the 
| ſtate when the triumphs of the- former 


are not to be attained by the ſacrifices” 5 


of the latter. 
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| ein be ſpared . no longer than | 
while I once more entreat-your return. 


Ever moſt wah your * 


* WILLIAMS. 


PP. S. Sir Francis is gone to TEE 
'ton-Park, in purſuit of you.—T con- 
clude, on miſſing you, he will return 
immediately to me, and rejoice in the 
intelligence I have eee 
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MRS. MORRISON, 
2102 HG 
8 
MISS WILLIAMS. 
— Y 275 by . 


1 Regret much, : my dear Miſs 
Williams, that I write only to afflict 
youz yet I wiſh to ſpare your amiable ' 


and almoſt exhauſted ſiſter the ſad a 


taſk of acquainting you with your 
mutual loſs, in the death of my ever 


| 3 friend, your excellent father. 
1 hat 


3 


36 kanone of SENSINILEPT.. 


That lite 3 his ſevere 


his mind, quite ceaſed previous to * 


diſſolution, and he told me, a con- 


verſation he had had with his dear 


fate. I rejoice that I had come to 
town before this event, as I hope my 
preſence may be ſame relief to Miſs 
Harriot, and in a degree uſeful to the 
younger ladies. I have left a ſervant 
at Windſor who will immediately an- 


nounce to me the return of Miſs 
Baynton, ſhould it happen. I remain, 
my dear madam, your ever e 

* en £5 
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valour and virtue, 
care he had ly required from me 
ghtened my tenderneſs, while 
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7 it gave an occupation beneficial to my 
mind and gratifying to my heart.—1 
have a letter from poor Sir Francis, 


who, not finding Miſs Baynton at 


Langton, returned to Windſor, where 


he has been led to believe ſhe has 


joined Lady Caroline in her route to 
the Highlands. — Thither he is gone in 


this deluſion, yet is not ſo convinced 
of finding Maria there, as to omit 
preſſing me to continue my enquiries 


wherever I have a hope of tracing her: 


he has even incloſed a letter, in caſe 


wy „ eee than his. I Will 


writgagain to Miſs Baynton and ſend 
it, as I cannot but hope it will touch 


5 I remain ever, mt 
| _ Your affectionate eg ö 

H. WILLIAMS, 

LETTER 


— or EAT 5 


MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS, 
'TO Z | 2 77 


- 


on Mr 3 


12. pet my letter, dear Maria, «.- | 
flicted and anxious, yet I will write to 

my friend. have loſt my beloved 
father; - add not, at ſuch a time, to- 
my ſorrows, but baniſh your reſent- 
ment againſt Sir F rancis.— reſtore 
yourſelf to him, —to me. He has 


1 


'1 incloſe, thi 
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been — induced to > think _ 


ſeeks you;—yet he ſent me the letter 


© 


inking it poſhble he might 
be miſtaken, and I more fortunate in 


tracing you. His letter muſt com- 
penſate for the ſhortneſs of mine. Let 


it operate on your heart. Vield not 


to caprice, but be the good amiable 


Maria I have ever known you, and 
comfort your affectionate 


H. WILLIAMS. 
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SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE, 
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MISS BAYNTON... 


' 33 


(mekoszö r Tr vonnο . , 


loved Miſs Baynton, I yer take the 
interval of preparation to write a few 
lines, becauſe it is poſſible our mu- 
tual friend may be more ſuecefsful 
- myſelf in difcovering your re- 
at. Never, deareſt, miſt adored of 


— 
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women, Was there a man more af- 
flicted than him who now endeavours 

to deprecate your reſentment, and 
reſtore himſelf to that favor of which 

he is fo cruelly deprived. Never did 
aatſtoniſhment equal mine, when I per- 
« _ ceived you ruſh from your ſeat as I 
approached it, delighted by the ſud- 

' den appearance of. all: I held dear. 
On purſving you to the houſe of our 
valuable friend, and forcing that ad- 
mittance you directed your ſervant to 
deny, how. was I confounded to find 
no prayers, no entreaties, „ no argu- 

: _ could convince you I'was not 
be hl of 3 her to | wi F 

ſervice 1 devote every faculty of my 


: foul, and whole will is my influencing 5 
fate? 
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fate) — Unknowing of your haſty viſit 
with a party of kind friends, I, without 
heſitation, accompanied them to that 
you reign! ſo entirely, that my only 
pleaſure conſiſted in compariſon, and 
retracing to my mind thoſe enhehanting 
and mellifluous ſounds, which, having 
ones which could convey delight to 
me. a. caſting my eyes around, 
tranſported I beheld the fair vi- 

ben 1 ever hold in my'> mind's GEE 5 

exult! and with what eee ap- 

| Oy: to be nn. the ſylph 
| like 


Gifſdfution of tar light and gliding 


| 20h 'feared, and more than I feared 


| they were the {af ſounds which ſhould 


Wett be uſed to thoſe of which alone 
3 are enamoured. O, deareſt, 
luaireſt, and ( bur in dus reſpett) wilt 
| Orman eee ee 
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ike form was not indeed of ait vs- 
fiſhing ſo quickly I could only purſues 
and fear, that in one way, if not by a 


tance, I was loſing my Camilla. 


took place; I fa, but to be forbid 
your fiphr I beard,” but to be tod 


ch my ear, from thoſe enchanting 
pee, eee 
the preſage of my deſtiny, may my 
— dim for ever, and my 
| accents, ſinee they 


a 
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land- pelhihag which, and able to 


watch every riſing inclination, I ſhould 


no longer be in a condition to offend! 


for to &nozv your will, with me, is to 


perform it. But, condemned (by I 


know not what chimera) at the very 
time you gave me a near hope of 


being for ever mine, to paſs a weary - 
ſevennight from vou, — how could 2 I | 


divine the chance that would lead you 


in two days to the very place whither 


you had baniſhed me, to ſigh out in 


abſence the remainder. of - my long 
probation. Reflect but a moment 


and you muſt pity,.— I do not ſay 


forgive me; — for indeed I feel, that my 
crimes have originated, and been fol- 
tered, in your imagination, not in ny 


miſconduct; — and I think it neither 
. F honorable 


\ % 


2 * * 
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honorable nor honeſt to appear to 
lament my guilt, while 1 ſuffer orly 


by an unwarrantable reſentment. I 


had not allowed myſelf to write this, 


but with the hope of awakening in 
you ſentiments more juſt; for I am 


ready to receive with the higheſt 
gratitude, and as a ſpecial grace, that 
favor I may yet not unjuſtifiably think 


due to the arde nt ane unakerable love 


of your | 
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| | AM. with-held, by my beloved _ * 
Harriot's affectionate ſolicitude, from 
linking into that torpor of inſenſibility* | 
to which my mind is but too much | 
inclined. My exiſtence ſeems to me : 
only continued as a mark what evils 
may be endured, and what diſap- 
| F2 - pointments 
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pointments ſupported. Deprived, by 


death, of the tendereſt of mothers, — 


and, by a till crueler fate, eſtran ged 


| from the man to whom alone my 


heart is attach'd, I feel myſelf the moſt 


unfortunate of beings. I lament that 
I was born, and long for that peaceful 


ſleep which ſhall cloſe my afflicted 


eyes for ever. I know not how you 


diſcovered my. retreat, —I meant to 
conceal it, partly (I will confeſs) from 
a degree of reſentment, at the manner 
in which you viewed an event that 


cloſed all my hopes of happineſs.— 
at your incredulity as to the apoſtacy 
dl Sir Francis, — and your juſtification 
dl bis conduct, which I am convinced 
uus the conſequence of his preſe 2 
5 of another hee 06s whoſe indif- 


. 6 I ference 


Þ 
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| ference alone it was owing that I ob- 
tained any ſhare of his regard. On 
; this account, his letter u nt in- 
| fluence me; though the kindneſs of 
your's, eſpecially that of your con- 
tinuing to think of me, when you had 
your own griefs to combat, cannot 
but have its due impreſfion on my 
| heart, and prevent my longer re- 
fraining from thanking you for your 
affection, and ſoothing my deſponding 
ſpirit, by pouring out its effuſions into 
the boſom of one whom (though per- 
haps not ſo fully poffeſſed as I be- 
lieved, of thoſe acute feelings which 
an exceſs of ſenſibility produces) I 
no to be endowed wih the ſteadieſt 
7 Principles and moſt undeviating ſin- 
. Why, but that T am fated to 
WED, 3 Beat 


"2 fi. 
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bear nqualified woes, and l the 
reſoutce of melting with a congenial : 
ſpirit in ſympathetic tears, were you 
form'd with every grace and virtue to 
attach 1 me, yet without the ſame diſ- 
poſition to abſtract yourſelf from an 
unworthy world, and ſigh out your fad 
foul in ſecret? My hours paſs away 
in this melancholy exerciſe, and the 
ſullen clock which tells the hiſtory of 
their departure, is ce heard, not mark 4 
What is the courſe: of. time to me, who 
feel no pleaſure, expect no reverſe, 
Land whoſe fullneſs of affiition ex- 
cludes all fear Let me not, how- 
ever, cloud, the. _ of your mind, 


| only r 
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1 felt by you; — and I, ill cal- 


culated: to adminiſter conſolation, can 
only beſtow my ſympathy on this 


trying occaſion. Happy in knowing 
that reſignation and compoſure form 
the character of your mind, I am 
comforted by the conviction that you 
well know how to ſubmit and re- 
concile yourſelf to icremediable evils; 
while Tam given up to that exquiſite 
ſenſibility which poſſeſſes. me too ab- 
ſolutely, — but which has yet taught 
me to admire; h ve, and honor Her, 
whom, I acknowledge too perfect to 
be imitated by her el ende, 1 


MAR IA BAYN l ON. 
| ; 3 3 * 3 8 4 * þ Fe * hg 5 + % 5 
* ; 4 E 4 * * #7 * A / ia o E 4g 4 7 * 4 ip: woe” S F & ia a * "a * & & 
4 was 3 % 7 * * 1 = 9% * 5 1 y 5; * Ko 
: * 1 ws » itt - is 1 * 3 i FI 1 * . 4 
2 ' * 5 ; 3 
% 
v4 


N 
7 
+ 
i 


7 ERRORS OF SENSIBILITY+- 


ir * 


8 HG. 


_ 
„ 
8 
"ol 
# 

x 

* 

* 

8 

* 

—— 
1 


* : 1 * TY * 


__ ” 8 WW . ws y 


4 . 1 E- * 58 N | — 


2 7 4 ; f 

; 1 

* 4. 3 8 5 > 2 33 Sd 

% 1 * 5 s % 
* 


- > * 1 7 * * 2 


GEE Foe 8 4544 DE of 4 9 £ Fes . 8 | 5 
4 * f 


; 5 4 b 3 13 3 4 * & + - 
a . wy, * 8 1 * 5 44 TW. 5 a 3 
* "= | I 5 3 F 3 2 ; "1 . 
. — 4 N A s ' x 88 
: 3 


— = 5 þ | | 
— * * g Fa 4 


— 1 


 Whilft I lament your uneaſineſs, I at- 


7 


againft a man who lives but for 
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_ deed, ſo clouds over the influence e 


his reaſon, that he has uſed ſub- 
miſſion rather than remonſtrance, and 
has yielded to your preſeribed pen - 


nances, when he ought, rather, to have 


proteſted againſt the authority of +is 
Pope. I am almoſt at a loſs to con- 


ceive who you can ſuppoſe him at- 


tach'd to. Lady Suſan Wentworth's 
partiality is well known, but no one 
ever ſuſpected him of more than 2 
friendly regard for her. Let me, 
the affections of a man to whom it 


vould be your higheſt happineſs and 


honor to be united. I am conſcious I 
offend; but I think it my duty to 
ſay what Sir Francis Neville will not, 
Les after having accepted his ad- 


* 


A 


3 a 8 | 

have no right to: eſtrange yourſelf for | 
à caprice, —or to imagine | yourſelf 
| mortals know not how to follow. To ; 


any but yourſelf.it would be ſufficient 


[ who dia dovees ſhould 15008 1 in- 
ſtinct all che fair would communicate, 


will not allow this as a ſatisfactory 
plea. What ſhall I ſay to you?— May 
I adviſe you to return to live among 


us, and prove yourſelf worthy che moſt 
1 * of men.—If arguments would 


5 
N . 


pies ; 1 avail, 


—_ _ 
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avail, I might pr uce a thouſ: and, 
but 1 know you too well not to be 
aſſured, that what I have now moſt to 
labour for is forgiveneſs.——I will add, 
to requeſting i it for myſelf, my earneſt 
entreaties that you will extend it to 
Sir Francis, for whom I plead even as 
Jay; 255 for your very ſincere 
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= 9 N e , 
MISS WILLIAMS. | . 


Io OUGHT not to ohave bed ſo 1 
ſilent towards my dear Julia, for I 
have ſcarce any relief in my many 

vexations and anxieties but in hearing 
from and writing to her. The com- 
fort I derived from my dear Maria's 
friendſhip is, at leaſt, ſuſ pended, for 
I have received no anſwer to my laſt. 
—Yet, notwithſtanding the real diſ- 
appointment this occaſions, I will truſt 
[ in that foundation of good ſenſe and 
=. feeling which attend the fair ro- 
| maneſque, 
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i, for a obne change in 
her conduct; and deſiſt from any fur- 
ther attempts to influence her by my 


hitherto. uſelefs perſuaſions.— Where 


there is intelligence, and may be re- 
flection, ſilence and ſhade. do better 
than counſel. Self- love will entrench 


ttſelf behind the feebleſt argument, 
and hold out againſt a ſkilful ſiege and 


the loud breath of well charged am- 
munition; — but withdraw from the 
fort, and the ſtill ſmall voice of reaſon 


and conſcience ſhall 'operate to un- | 


dermine the principle on which the 


defence is conſtructed, and you may 
return to the meer ſhew of reſiſtance 


uſed to gr ace an honorable capitula- 
tion. Thus may it be with my friend! 
1 og. to write to * of our domeſtic 


concerns, 
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concerns, but being far from well, they 
ſhall be deferred; only non adding, 
that I have fixed on a plan of life with 
which I am. myſelf ſatisfied, and none 
of my ſiſters much diſcontented. 1 
have had great difficulty and exertion 
to bring our diſordered affairs into 
any regulation; — but rather ſeeking to 
know the worſt, and to act agreeably 
to that knowledge, than to keep up a 
ſtate of feveriſh pretention above the 
natural ſtrength of the conſtitution, I 
hays ſucceeded. 1 NE 


The. ace he of. my | friend 
will regret having loſt one to whom 
he might repeat, without ceaſing, the 
ſyllables of her name, —and to whom 
he might expatiate days in her praiſe; 

1 pn: 
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but a habitation remote from the ca- 


pital beſt ſuits us, and though I regret 
the vexation my diſtance will occaſion 


him, I cannot make it an excuſe for 


my ſtay. I hope my abſence will be 


ſupplied by a dearer object, and my 


friend not long exclude herſelf from a 


fate even the happy might envy.— 
Lovely, accompliſhed, elegant Maria, 


why are yon not of the happy? —Why 
are you not the wife of Sir Francis 
Neville? - One weakneſs alone mili- 


tates againſt your peace. Caſt it from 


you, — corn, deſpiſe it, and become 


perfect — s perfection the lot of any . 
mortal ?—Surely it may bel —Surely 


it is! Adieu, my dear ſiſter, ever 
moſt e b U 


” 


H. WILLIAMS. | 
LETTER 
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— 
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LETTER II. 
THE SAME, 


1 


THE SAME. 


1 WRITE again, my dear Julia, to 
give you an account of thoſe family 
arrangements which I have at length 

completed. I hope you will be ſa- 
tisfied with my proceedings, — tho“, 
while in agitation, I omitted to im- 
part them to you. The ſtory of my 
=”, - diſtrefles 
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diſtrefles will, to your kind heart, ex- 
plain my motive for this concealment, 
and find in it my excuſe. The day 
preceding that on which we loſt out 
honored; father, he called me, who 
was ſeldom from his chamber, near 
his bed, and acquainted me that he 
had, the preceding evening, executed 
a will, by which he conſtituted me his 
ſole executrix, recommending to my 
diligent care and love, the fortunes 
and proſpects of my younger fiſters 
much tenderneſs, and ſaid, your par- 
ticular-fituatian made any attention to 
your intereſt unneceſſary; nor was it 
poſſible to load you with more cares 
than thoſe you had already undertaken. 
hat what might appear a- pre- 
Vol. I. 8 . 
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ference” with: refpe& to me, was, in 
fact, but the impoſition of ſeverer 
cares; and rather a proof of his con- 
fidence, than a mark of that tender 
love my particular reſemblance to my 
mother, and my conduct towards him- 
ſelf, excited. e then, dear ſoul, be- 
came exhauſted by the excels of his 
feelings, which he was anxious to 
check, leaſt he ſhould be unable to 
explain to me, how diſtreſs had oc- 
curred in a fortune ſo apparently am- 
ple. It ſeems, that when my ever to 


be; lamented mother was, as he 


thought, near the end of her life, 


which yet was protracted for near two 
years, (by the power a tranquil mind 


has | to leſſen bodily ' irritation, and 
by check: the en of Sue ) 


: ; m 
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my father received accounts of the 
failure of a houſe where her fortune 
had been lodged in truſt in her be- 
half, and as an eventual proviſion for 
her children. The apprehenſion a 
knowledge of this reverſe might ac- 
celerate an event he dreaded to look 


forward to, induced him to conceal it. 


After her deceaſe, which he mourned 
as if his guardian angel had with- 
drawn its influence, his health de- 
elined, even his temper changed ;— 
he ſeemed rather to- require than to 
beſtow protection, and had wanted re- 
_ folution to acquaint” us with what he 
began to conſider as a criminal con- 
cealment, till now, his laſt moments; 
when he added to the information an 
entreaty that I would renounce the 


G 2 idea 


* 


1 
4 
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idea of marriage, and devote myſelf 
to his younger children, till they 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed in life. He ſaid 
he might bave wanted courage to 
make this propoſal, but that he be- 
lieved my heart would nat unwillingly 
conform to his wiſh;—and that he 
felt he ſhould die happier if poſſeſſed 


of my promiſe. to this effect. I pledged 


my word as be defired, and ſmall, my 


dear Julia, had been the ſacrifice, if I 


had even yielded up my own incli- 
nation to produce his peace ;—but you 
know too well, that engagement only 
plac'd another bar, among obſtacles 
before unſurmountable. I have often 

thought with ' ſurpriſe on thoſe ex- 
preſſions of my father's which ſeem'd 


| n read my heart; but the 


moments 
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moments were alas, too precious to 
admit an explanation ! and I think 1 
muſt have been miſtaken, ſince he 
never before gave the ſmalleſt hint of 
ſuch a nature. He appeared to look 
on the promiſe I had given as a full 
ſecurity for the happineſs and proſ- 
perity of his children; but I feel the 
fall importance and difficulty of the 
taſk I have undertaken. The know- 
ledge of our poverty ſhocked: my 
fiſters, —who had, perhaps, before 
not thought the diſtinction in my 
favor very juſtifiable z<—they now, 
however, percieve its meaning, and 
ſee my earneſt wiſh to ſerve my whole 
family, by facrificing every perſonal 
intereſt.— I am happy to add, that 
hey appear Warn and acquieſcent, 
G3 thou gh 
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1 when J firſt mentioned my 
deſign of quitting London, and alſo 
giving up the houſe at Richmond, I 
j perceived I excited a degree of gloom; N 
—it was tranſient, however, and a little 
ſoothing and a little praiſe, decided 
them in favor of that chearfulneſs, 
Which hung yet in ſuſpenſe, when 1 
preſumed it from their right and kind 
hearts. Their faults ſtrike not ſo 
deeply as to pervert their principles 
or feelings; and they have only the 
common error of youth, folicitude for 
admiration and impatience to live in 
circles which are laviſh in beſtowing 
it They are become even gay in 
their preparations, and are ſketching 
out borders, —contriving tafſeis,—and 


weaving fringes, that if we do live in 
a 
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ge it may atleaſt be a cottage 
NO: Novelty an- beauty, leading 
charms wo you - Await them at 
Mitford, it is -er lovely 
country, and though a d miles 
from London, not ligerallꝭ dut of the 
world; though ol figurative ima- 
ginations of thoſe. who place the 
univerſe in the circle of St. James's, it 
may ſeem lo. See what a long 
letter I have written; — Pliny would 
have made a ſhorter, but I write at 
once to a ſiſter and a friend, -ho.¾ 
then can you Dope % e from 


Your affeRtionate 5 
B. WILLIAMS. . - 
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Williams, the meaning of all 1 ſee and 
hear. Afﬀeer returning from my weary 
and unſucceſsful pilgrimage, I hoped 

... ſome conſolation from your friendſhip 
OS: en but, alas, I have 
not only the ſorrow to hear of the 
death of my good old friend, but alſo 


>> -_ 
£8 
«+ 
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that of lamenting the abſence of his 
amlable daughter. 1 fat out with 
hopes rather ſanguine than otherwiſe; | 
but as 1 approached the Highlands, 1 


began to cenfore-niyfelf for entering 


on ſo diſtant a chace, and to think I 
ſhould have been wiſer in waiting till 
ſome information from Maria reached 
you. To return was folly, — to pro- 
ceed, perhaps, little ſhort of it; — but as 

in a ſtate of doubt the mind muſt preſs 
to ſome election, I reſolved (as many 
2 man has done before) to proceed in 
the filly meaſure I had embarked in. 
At Lord Angus's I found nothing but 
gloom and frigid pomp, which his 
ſlender fortune only allows him the 
means of preſerving, by baniſhing 
| * oa family to this old caſtle, 


remote 


tn hee 
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remote from gengtal ſociety and furs 


wanted b. peo item, and de. 


g * have eonjet 8 — would not. be 


found, in this, diſmal abode, while ſhe 
gould command, a gazer. All the in- 
formation I could gain, was, chat ſhe 
was to paſs 2 fortnight with a friend, 5 
on ber way home, to whom, as the 
ume Was ſo ſhort, - ſhe had not given. 


them an addrels. There was now no 


motive for my ſtay, and accordingly, : 
after one night's reſt, - politely: offered 


and neceſſarily accepted, I ſat out, 


penſive and diſappointed „ on my re- 
turn. Lou was my dependance for 


information and comfort. — Oh, my 
charming 


. „r 
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charming friend, how is my heart 


devoted to the enchantreſs I follow .- 


I ſee! in her only her charms I loſe 
her by the wildeſt caprice! and only 
acknowledge her ſupreme right te 
tyranize ! — She exerts, no reaſon, and 
I part with mine to juſtify, her! I 
think I ought to have watched all the 
| changes of her mind, and never have 
devoted one hour but to develope and 
conform to her wiſh. I ſhould have 
ſhared in no amuſement at which ſhe 
was not preſent, have liſtened to no 
ſong. not modulated by her voice. 
You. are the only woman who would 
forgive my phrenſy, and, therefore, 
to you it is I unfold every weakneſs of 
my heart. Why is it by my pen, not 
words, I muſt unfold them? — Why is 
| it 


:,+.Y 
Va : 
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it you left London, 40 abruptly, d, 
as your billet announces to me, not to 
return p The direction to my beloved 
Maria, delightfal as it is to me to 
poſſeſs it, ſcarce conſoles me. "You \ 
ſay pecuniary” confiderations reqt 

this ekange ——but "why, dear Lady, 


make it without aſſiſtance without 


conſulting thoſe who might have put 


Fou in a way to manage a bufineſs 
vomen are every way unfit for? The 
attention and calculation neceſſary in 


money tranſact ions, is an occupation 


il ſuited to your ſex.— Pray permit 


me to offer my ſervices, — pray accept 
them. I doubt I ſhall find you (ge- 


nerally ſkilful as you are) an indif - 


ferent calculator; and that it is a 
miſtaken neceſſity which has driven 
you 


, * 
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you from as. You found the Ge- 
neral's circumſtances not quite in the 

ſtate you had reaſon to expect, and 
you fancy all goes wrong. Truſt me, 
I know better than you; and let me 
for once, fince once only it can be, 
prove myſelf wiſer. Ever your moſt 
reſſ pectful and attach d friend, 


F. NEVILLE. 


3 


LETTER 


2 f 
"hy 


| 
1 
f 


MISS H. WILLIAMS, 
To TRIER 


sik FRANCIS NEVILLE. 


1 Sincerely thank you, dear Sir 
Francis, for the kindneſs of your 
letter. As to what relates to my ſweet 
friend, I firmly believe a little time 
will realize your hopes, and juſtify the 
affection which ſees her without faults. 


She has only one, and that is com- 


batted 
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batted both by her reaſon and her loves | 


truſt me hey! miuft prevail. As to 


your” moſt | friendly: offer reſpecting 


myſelf, I will be honeft with you, and 
confeſs, 1 dare not truſt you to any 
interference i in my pecuniary regula- 
tions. We always find that path ſmooth 
we are reſolved to make ſo; — and 
I know you think my father's former 
care, and the preſent friendſhip in 


which you/and 1 live, entitles you to 
do me more ſervices than I could be 
ſatisfied to receive. I conſider it in 
ſome degree culpable towards him 


who fixed our lot in life, not to exert 
our individual ſtrength to perform the 


duties it involves; —yet I am both. 


happy and grateful that high efforts of 


reſolution bare not been required of 
me. 
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| me. Such might have exceeded my 
. Portion of ability and. exertion ; but 
- ofthis I have no fear, | 
believe, that 
Watches over his creatures for good, 
has ordained to each mind be pro- 
e trial of its reſpectire virtues, 
WT Adieu, my dear Sir Francis. Ever : 
your ſincere and obliged friend, 
| ie d Arn! 32 ET ; 
; gel 4 : F | 
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Hear i an, my deareſt Williams 
the ſlave of your commands, the 5 
watchful agent of your love. No, not 
of your love,. for were it | {o,- rather 


ſhould ſhame. ſwallow me, than I der 
vote one inſtant to your ſucceſs. Bey 


hold in me then, if not the contriverʒ 
the aſſiduous promoter of your fartunes. 


* 


Vol. I. H © - Main: 
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Maria is as the ductile wand in my 


hands;—I heat, — I cool, -I mould 
her at my pleaſure. Sir Francis Ne- 


ville has been here; — for her to have 
ſeen him had been our ruin, — to con- 


ceal his arrival was impoſſible.—1 
was prepared for his viſit the moment 
his wild-gooſe chaſe to and from 


Angus Caſtle had an end: 1 continued 


to diſſuade Miſs Baynton from an- 
ſwering her friend's laſt letter, under 


the idea that ſhe muſt uſe this method, 


or ſhe would indirectly ſtill give en- 
countgement to Sir Francis. I had 
made it appear to her, that the refuſal 


of the marriage projected between his 


mother and the friends of Lady Suſan 
Wentworth, had originated "with her 


14 Ran n in fact, he (even 


before 


_— — —  — 
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| this alliance, and to his delicacy alone | 
| it is owing that his apoſtacy can 


be | repreſented by me as his diſ- 
miſſion, -The ſame_ refinement- of 
diſpoſition: always leads him to pay: a 
mark'd attention to his fair and diſ- 
appointed couſin, and thus he unde- 
ſignedly plays our game. — Oh, ye 
ſlaves of ſentiment, how do you labour 
to forge. chains for yourſelves! while 
che gay garlands you had gathered in 
fairy-land, are bound round the brows 
of thoſe, who, living to themſelves 
alone, appropriate the trophies you 
have won, whilſt you are led captive 
in their train! Notwithſtanding my 
ſucceſs in this inſtance, I found that: 
e became a little fatigued and 
H 2 diſſatisfied 
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diffatisfied at my always touching a 
jarring ftring, and therefore thought 
it wiſer gradually to come round to- 
one more in uniſon with her own 
feelings, and at laſt yielded to her re- 
peated hints, that the letter of her 
friend ought to be acknowledged, and 
that of Sir Francis replied to, in ſome 
way, was it only to refute his attempts 
at a juſtification of his conduct. My 
ſanction was no ſooner gained than 
ſhe flew to her chamber, and ſoon 
brought me thence two beautiful pro- 
ductions, flowing from her animated 
and glowing mind ;——her pen was 
dipped in the bow of Iris, and all its 
various colours mark'd.qher various 
changes. — Enthuſiaſm, pathos, re- 
ſentment, ſorrow, reaſon, love, and 

NT 
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jealouſy poſſeſſed her mind by turns. 


I almoſt bluſhed when I committed 


the ſweet lines entruſted to my care 
(as I had propoſed to ride to the poſt 
town, in order to accelerate the re- 


ceipt of letters, concerning which I 


expreſſed much anxiety) to the flames. 


Kindling, by their conſumption, a 


double fire, the moſt lively, and (I 
hope) unquenchable, that of reſent- 
ment in Maria's breaſt.— Such letters 
unanſwered! — uch condeſcenſion un- 
acknowledged! — Yes, my fair 
friend, and forgive me if I add, ſuch 
love unreturned! Nothing but the 
baſeſt ingratitude could have induced 
- this neglect in Sir Francis! — nothing 
but another attachment make him in- 


different to your's!“ Seaſonable re- 
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fnces to his alüduity to > pleaſe and | 
4 attend the penſive Suſannah ſucceeded. 
She was not quite perſuaded, but the 
was aſhamed not apparently to yield, 


5 —and I drew her on to ſay, an at- 


tempt to ſee her (ſhould the variety of 
holding captive more hearts than one 
induce him to wiſh it) ſhould be un- 
:ſucceſsful;—nay, ſhe intruſted me to 
repel any intrufion from him. Till I 
had ſeen, and forbidden Sir Francis to 
make further attempts, on a place 
Maria directed ſhould for ever be 
inacceſſible to him, I contrived to 
animate her reſentment; — but now, 
that I may be ready to play whatever 
game it is neceſſary for me to take in 
hand, I rather give into her doubts, 
that it may have been too violent. I 
1 . 


E- 
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had no ſmall difficulty to prevail on 
the lover to depart, and though I in- 
ſinuated, 1 had and would labour for 
his forgivenels, 1 perceived a ſen- 


timent of doubt diffuſe itſelf over his 


otherwiſe ſerene countenance, and he 
left me with an emotion expreſſive of 
mingled reſentment and contempt. — 

I bear the idea of the former better 
than the latter, and, if I am not foil'd, 
will convert all his diſdain into anger. 
His heroine is love-ſick, but I ſhall 
manage her nevertheleſs for thoſe 
who know leaſt how to combat their 
own paſſions, are often beſt calculated 
to tyranize over thoſe of others. Love 
me ever, or let me believe you do. i 


'Your's, 
9 MLOUD. 


JC 
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LETTER XXXI. 


SIR FRANCIS NEVILLE, 
MISS E. WILLIAMS. 
4 


* MUST write to you, gentleſt and 
beſt of women, if but two lines, to ex- 
prels my miſery and beſpeak your 
Pity. I have been at the houfe of my 
beloved Miſs Baynton, and refuſed 
-admittance to her; —nay, what is 


worſe, found r Caroline M' Loud 
her 


- 
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her gueſt, She is the friend who de- 
tains her from her native north, —and 
this the ſcene, in which, by ſome 
ſtrange power, ſhe ſtrengthens that 
influence ſhe has fo unaccountably 
obtained. The deep mourning ſhe 
wore on her arrival at Windſor, gave 
Maria, I believe, the idea that there 
was a ſimilarity in their ſorrows, be- 

cauſe there was the ſame ſadneſs in 
their dreſs, for ſhe always took in her 
an intereſt that ſurpriſed me -— but as 
ſhe apparently devotes her whole ſoul 
to Maria, it is perhaps but natural 
that ſhe. ſhould win upon her gentle 
and. kind nature. She muſt, "ſurely, 
have ſome plan of miſchieſ, or why 
exclude me from Miſs Baynton's fight, 
while ſhe profeſſes to be labouring for 
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my . to her favor. — The 
love, —the truth ſhe muſt have read in 
my eyes, would have been better ad- 
vocates than any Lady Caroline can 
produce. She made me give her my 
addreſs, declaring, ſhe would ſnatch 
the firſt favouring moment to recal 
me, if I would then depart. I quitted 
her, but reſolved to adopt | ſome plan 
by Which I might remain conceal'd ; in 
the neighbourhood of all I hold dear. 
Here then I am, lodged i in a cottage, 
where, by a gratuity and by Kindneſs, 
J have procured ſecrecy and accom- 
modation. The people 1 am with 
have warm hearts and ſimple manners, 
are ſolicitous to amuſe and ( procerning, 
I have ſome grief) conſole me. And, 


my gear Fiend, to ſhew how open the 
human 
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INES Beat is to all the courteſies of 


life, even mine, occupied as it is by 5 


ſadneſs and perplexity, partly from 
complacency and partly from a diſpo- 
fition to be intereſted by thoſe who 
ſeek to pleaſe, is ſomewhat dilated by 
their kind attempts, ſo that I receive 


with a ſmile the propoſal I yet cannot 


bring myſelf to accept; and, whilſt 1 


haſten from -uncongenial mirth, re- 


Joice that there are hearts ſtill open to 
its influence. My ſervant has made 
himſelf acquainted, in the character of 
a labourer, (which to ſerve me he 


willingly adopts,) with the domeſtics 
at the lodge; and J learn from him, 
with a mixture of pleaſure and pain, 
that the lovely Maria loſes part of her 
accuſtomed chearfulneſs.— She ſees no 


one 


1 ** 
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be hated Lady Caroline. Let 
me have a line of kindneſs, and, if you 
an, predict me happier days; for 1 
ſometimes ſink into deſpondency when 
JI conſider how ftrange a revolution 
leſs than a month has HIS in my 
ſituation. 
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; To r x 12 


MISS HARRIOT WILLIAMS. 


8 my deareſt ſiſter, you 


ſhould have appriſed me of your de- 


ſign, before you carried it into execu- 
tion. My purſe, through my kind 


grandmother's affect ionate bequeſt, is 


abundantly ſtored, and I could well 


have retrenched in thoſe ſuperfluities 


I have hitherto allowed myſelf, to have 
aided your eſtabliſhment in a manner 
more ſuited to your former mode of 
life. From actually ſharing your ex- 
2 I am precluded by that occus 

pation 
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pation which ſometimes ſaddens my 
hours, but more frequently (from the 
conſciouſneſs of acting right) ſooths 
them to peace. But, my beloved 
ſiſter, I feel, when you make an altera- 
tion ſo eſſential in. your own ſituation, 
1 ſhould be, wrong to keep up any 
_ ſuperfluous expenditure in mine. 
The carriage, which is uſeful to my 
aunt, I retain, but I have fewer ſer⸗ 
vants and leſs pleaſure ground. This 

is nothing to give up, but yet it en- 
ables me to aſſure you ſuch a note as 
I now ſend ſhall be remitted quarterly, 
and it will, by adding to your com- 
forts, give me the higheſt. poſſible. 
gratification. I imitate. your ſilence 
on that ſubject you wiſh to appear for- 


gotten, but if I did ſpeak, it would be 
a 


4 
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a language different from that you 


hold, and therefore unpleaſing to you. 


Of Miſs Baynton I could ſay little, 
ſince my knowledge of her is limited 


to the beauty of her form, and that of 


her many accompliſhments; which, 


you ſay, are ſeconded by the warmth- 


of her heart and the power of her 
underſtanding. —How this can be, 
IT do not comprehend, with a conduct 


ſo eccentric ;—bur it is the magic of 


affection to embelliſh its objects, and 
to diſtinguiſh no diſeordant feature, 
where the united 20h is lovely.— 
Adieu, dear Harriot, ever GL ans af- 


be e ö | N 
JULIA WILLIAMS, 


LETTER 
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Y ov | are, my adored Caroline, a 
perfect Machiavel.— What, drive an 
enathoured lover from the houſe of his 


"miſtreſs, dying to behold him?—1 
did not flatter myſelf you could have 


effected it!—If love will penetrate 


fone — it may be foiled by the ten- 
dereſt 


| ERRORS: or SENSIBILITY. 113 


dereſt ſubſtance Land an active 3 
will do more by counterplot, than a. 
good engineer by a countermine.— 
Proceed, dear. creature, I await your 
ſummons, and will appear whenever 
you command him, whom fate deſtines 
to be the huſband of another, but who : 
is ever 


Your. unalterable lover, 


» 


St WILLIAM DORMER. 
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MI1ss BARRIOT WILLIAMS, | 
b ff 


; ue. BAYNTON, 


40 CANNOT, my * Me bu 


repeat my enquiries aſter you, and rei- 
terate aſſurances of that friendſnip you 
do not value enough to beſtow a line 
in preſerving. How is it, my dear 
friend, you refuſe to ſee him whom 
your heart choſe, and who ought c er 


now 


es, 


now to have poſſeſſed your hand) 
Ho is it you reply not to my letters? = 
—to one I am willing to yield, Sir 
Francis deſerves every preference in 

your power to beſtow.— After him, 

let me hold that place your kindneſs 

aſſigned me, and let neither miſap- 
prehenſion, nor that pride of perſe- 
verance which dreſſes erroneous re- 
ſentment in thoſe ornaments which 
ought only to be appropriated to an 
honorable ſteadineſs, withhold you 
from telling me you are ſtill un- 
changed. Suffer your lover to appear, 
Sto plead his paſſion,—or, if you 
will have it ſo, his e ;—and 
judge if you have not been too ſeverely 
inexorable. Addreſs me at Mitford 
"I" we have rendered it gay and 
000 - 12 embel- 
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di. and. it was Adee a moſt | 
beautiful ſpot. One charm might be 
added, the preſence of my friend. 
1 have fitted up for you our gala 
apartment, and it is one a voluptuary 
might envy, did ſuch a one poſſeſs 
the ſecret, that rural ſcenery, rich in its 
natural luxuriance, adorns the theatre, 


where happineſs is moſt frequently ex- 
hibited and moſt fully enjoyed. Come, 


from the bright paintings of inanimate 


nature, which, waving beneath a 


gentle breeze and glowing under an 


ardent ſun beam, almoſt ſeem to live, 
to that animated form, where conſcious 
exiſtence evidences its ſuperior ex- 
cellence, and is united to lovelineſs 
e indeed as che roſe, but de- 
; EL > > licate 
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t ind deftirute of mc as the 
low ly lilly. Let him who moſt loves, 
and her who is moſt renderly your 
friend, ſupport and cheriſh you, whoſe 
frame partakes of that animation and 
feebleneſs united which have been 
nurſed up to the poſſeſſion of your 
mind. Your amiable mother lived 
but for you.—Your lover exiſts or 
dies by your breath.—Your friend, 
amidſt her cares and her diſtreſſes, has 
all her moſt anxious thoughts turned 
towards her Maria. Could I be 
ſpared from home, I would come and 
not write to you, who. can do what: I 
can only 22/5 bleſs me with 68 
| proſeucs. Ever moſt truly your's,'/ 

o 1 . WILLIAMS." 


4 
-# 
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WT WILLIAMS. 


8 my dear ſiſter, I would 
not, by earlier information, riſque 
your making any change of expen- 
diture for my ſake, and thought the 
knowing we were already eaſily and 
happily ſettled, might have prevented 


_ thoſe meafures I bg wiſhed you 
not 


not to . will vot e 


fully, your hid wack e am a making A 
tolerable apartment beautiful with it; 


but I will not have the ſame quarterly, 


and to ſhew you that I act on no falſe 


principle, I will, while it is attended 
with no inconvenience to you to ſpare 


it, receive one half of what you ſo ge- 
nerouſly propoſe. Do I not know 


you, Julia, and your fortune, and that 
you have retrenched to the uttermaſt, | 


while you talk as if you were m 


no ſacrifice. 1 will indy 
as. I..can conſiſtently with, your own 


 good;—beſides, the addition of two 


hundred a year will make us moſt af- 


fluent cottagers, four would, 1 fear, 


0 CH ETC 


and oh 
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ze you as far 


1 


SiLITY. 


120 


and W more 
btilliant eirele.— This would be ad- 


_ + Tranitageous'to\hone of us. I gros ſe- 


rious, and love this ſecluſion fo well, 
that 1 ſometimes doubt if I miſte 
not my motive, and adopted it rather 
' becauſe it was pleaſant, than ſimply 
becauſe it was right. My ſiſters, you 
"Know, are more ſure it is right than 
poſitive it is pleaſant; and were you 
to make us too rich, they might-wiſh 
to aſcertain it by a compariſon, which 
would give me ſome trouble. We 
have one great family near us, and 
ſeveral country neighbours, that ex- 
clude ſolitude, if they do not afford, in 
its beſt ſenſe, ſociety.—1 will tell you 
more in my next of che Marquis of 
nn famil) y, at ir T muft 
attend 
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attend my ſchool room. Fanny be- 
comes a very good muſician under my 
hands, and Lucy's pencil emulates 
that of Flora herſelf. Chatlotia? 1s. both 
. graceful and elegant, but the harp an- 
Awers not to her touch, nor does the 
paper bloom under her influence. 
I preſs on none of them purſuits un- 
ſuitable to their talents, but I try to 
give them a wiſh for excellence in 
whatever they attempt; and both 
preach and practice that regularity, in 
. conſequence of which, I now quit 1 


þ beloved 7 4 95 
. your 15 
H. WILLIAMS. | 
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| HAVE ſeen her!—ar l length have. 


2 


— 


. ſeen my lovely Maria !—have ſpoken 


to ber, and been forgiven !—Yes, 
eſt friend, I begged her grace 
with ſoch humble earneſtneſs, that 1 


almoſt perſuaded myſelf I was indeed 


1 an 


£2: i 


. 
* F Ni 


* 
& 


— 


ZRRORS OF SENSIBILITY. 


as offender;.... Having. earnt t that ſhe 


generally walked in the early part of 


the morning alone, I obtained ad- 


mittance, and ere ſhe could gueſs at | 


my approach, or call up an angry 
glance, I was at her feet. Smiles, and 
only ſmiles appeared, and my pre- 
ſence ſeemed to give ber an unex- 
pected and true pleaſure, I had but 
a few ſhort moments to entreat, to ac- 
knowledge; and implore a reſtoration 
to her favour, when my evil genius 


(as I cannot but think her) appeared 
in the perſon of Lady Caroline.” Her 
countenance, which ſeemed reddening 
with ſurpriſe and vexation at my pre» 
ſence; was ſoon ſmoothed into com- 


placency, and ſhe congtatulated me 


on what ſhe filed my reſtoration to 
we | the 


123” 
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the favor of her fair friend; which ſhe 
perceived was ſo complete „ as perhaps 
to render her company an intruſion. 
She ſeemed to intend withdrawing, 
bur knew full well the gentle Maria 
would not admit of that. I was per- 
mitted to add myſelf to their party, 
and cannot help believing this was 
ſatisfactory to the adored of my heart; 
though a degree of confuſion. was 
called up into her countenance by the 
penetrating glances of Lady Caroline. 
How 3s it that I ſo diſlike this really 
Handſome woman, that on every oc- 
currence I am led to read her eye as if 
it was to hear the character of ſome 
pernicious working, poſſible to fruſ- 
irate?—Your letter was brought in 


5 durin g our ** 1 e the 
| fair 
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hs character, as Maria turned it to- 
wards me with A ſmile, ſaying, her 
pleaſures grew upon her, for her 
Farriot was ſtill kind. She read it, 

bowing for that permiſſion, which, if 


I miſtake not, was only willingly ac- 
corded by myſelf; but this, even if 


perceivable, the gladneſs which dif- 
fuſed itſelf over the ſpirit of our 
an prevented her from attending 
After a haſty peruſal ſhe ex- 
F © Bleſs me! this is moſt ex- 
traordinary, my letter not received !— 


Then, perhaps, you too was a ranger | 


to my having written any?” I replied 


that I was certain her amiable and kind 


friend would have imparted news fo 


delightful as intelligence from her. 3 


muſt have been to me. Oh, but it 


was 
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- was not only to her I wrote!” che bluſh 
which accompanied theſe words taught 


maiſſing letters?“ Not altogether,” 


teſtimony of her recollection; perhaps 
ſome favoring omen of her returning 
love. I preſſed to know if ſuch had 
been the contents of theſe ſtrangely 


replied Maria, but how could they 


fail of reaching you?“ Some ſtrange 
careleſſneſs at the poſt · office, I ady 
Caroline obſerved, ** for ſhe ſaw them 
put in herſelf,” Could I ſuppoſe it 
poſſible ſhe could have expected to 


- hold vs long eſtranged, and could I 


conceive her motive for wiſhing it, I 
mould almoſt judge her capable of 
ſuppreſſing what would have rendered 
me fo happy. But I muſt acquieſce 


in 
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FY my lofs, having ſuch cauſe! of re- 
Joieing in the kindneſs the lovely 
Maria now teſtifies towards me. 
Strangely wild as was her precipitate 
retreat from London, I know not how 
to think of it reſentingly, but rather 
bleſs the day which taught me, thro* 
the agony of fearing her loſs, more 
fully to value and delight in that 
happy prof] pect which once more opens 
upon me. I was favored with the pe- 
ruſal of your valuable letter. Accept, 
deareſt friend, my warmeſt and moſt 
grateful thanks for thoſe kind plead- 
ings which ſtrengthen and confirm 
my hopes of a treaſure, without ob- 
taining which my life would become 
a butthen's too mom to ſu rn To 


+ 
t 
' 


} 
i 
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does not merely gratify my pride, but 
adds, by teſtifying your friendſhip x and 
promoting the attachment of my 
Maria, to my happineſs in a moſt 
material degree. Still to retain that 
friendſhip, and poſſeſs that love, is 
all chat is aſked of Heaven, by your. 


aſſectionate ſervant. | : 33 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


LADY CAROLINE' M'LOUD, 
T 0 


MR. DORMER. 


Aux, my dear William, goes ill. 
I was in hopes I had wrought on the 
modeſt love of Sir Francis to withdraw 
himſelf till I had brought his Dulcinea: 
to reaſon; which, with my ma- 
nagement, would have been no ſpeedy 
proceſs. It ſeems, however, that in- 
ſtead of proceeding to London, he has 
Vol. I, ; never 


* 


was fo * ee eee 1 
guments, that he truſted to his own 
porvers of perſuaſion. And a good re- 
liance it was, for at preſent 1 have no 
influence, or only that of mixing ſome 
confuſion with the pleaſure of loving, 
in the mind of the lady, who is 
aſhamed of playing the woman when 
ſhe ſhould have perſonated the he- 
roine; and daſhing with a little mif- 
8 che almoſt perfect ſatisfaction 
of the gentleman, who, after all, is ſo | 
truly a (gentleman, that he ſcarcely 


allows in himſelf that ſuſpicion, which 


if prudence might diftare, liberality 
ſhrinks from — he is, therefore, ill 


585 calculated to diſcover or counteract | 


our 


ſelf, and dread of my in- 
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our machinations. Cupid, never- 
theleſs now reigns triumphant; but the 
fair one is too well watched to allow . 
him to lead in his brother hymen on a 
ſudden. Beſides, this world was not 


made for happineſs, and did theſe 


_ urchins walk i in pairs, the earth would 


afford no place of trial or ſuffering, — 


therefore, it cannot be. But as this is 
ſomewhat like moralizing, into which 


I feldom fall, I will end my letter with 


it, that I may cloſe with a N on” 


uſual ro eu Up $4.67 
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I. E TER : Kc 


" *Mfs8 BAL RTON, 
© MISS n WILLIAMS: | 


= 4 OR) 

£ i — * 

, 1 wah 7 F 
- 1 


HANKS, my loved frinnd, for 


your letter, — thanks for your endurin g 
' friendſhip, — thanks for your invita- 
tion: Would I might accept it !— but 
Lady Caroline has taken ſuch a ſhare 
in that melancholy with which I have 
been (perhaps needleſſly) oppreſſed, 
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that ſince he wier! it, me muft ſhare 
my joys. She is quite delighted with 


Sir Francis,--but, indeed, how ſhould 


it be otherwiſe; — ſuch intelligence. 
ſuch grace, —ſuch affection in his 
manner, — I wonder at my being able 
to doubt his truth. — This country is 
ten times more lovely than before; the 
hills, the groves, the lakes, are all 
_ embelliſhed to my eye, for Damon 
I ſeek not in vain.” I am convinced 
Sir Francis was formed to bring joy 
and gladneſs wherever he goes; even 
Caroline owns this, and yet ſhe fighs, 
as if ſome ſorrow forbad her to partake 

of my felicity.— She half expreſſes as 
much, but will not explain her af- 

flictions; yet it gives a caſt of anxiety 
even among my 2 comforts, to 
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: find her in Aiſtreſs. A han i t 

her diſpoſition naturally chearful;—- 
ſure this too is the work of the wan 

ton God who pierces hearts and cares 
not for the wounds he makes. Some 
unrequited paſſion, or ſome painful ſe- 
poaration ! See how I write to you of 
every thing I hold dear. Sir Francis 
paſſes every day with us, I cannot ba- 
niſh him again. I have been much 
to blame, but if my ſweet Harriot 
knew what I ſuffered in the ſad in- 
terval in which he was eſtranged from 
me, ſhe would know I was the ſevereſt 
victim of my own caprice.— The 
world became a blank to me!—I 

thought your friendſhip for my lover 
blinded you to the impropriety of his 
1 Caroline was my 
| 2 
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| neighbour at Windſor, and ſhe rather 
induced than diſſuaded me, from 
a fancy I had taken to make a laſt 
trial of his obedience, by baniſhing 
him, for the ſhort interval previous to 
our marriage. — My viſiting you was 
the reſult of a whim J took to obſerve 
how he paſſed the hours of my ab- 
ſence, but the party in which I faw 

him, confirmed what I now believe 
to have been a prejudice. 1 raſhly 
reſolved to withdraw my affe&tions, — 

in this view I fled. Ho unſucceff. 
fully 1 endeavoured to forget him, you 
may judge, by the real joy his purſuit 
of me has afforded. — That this was 
not the act of indifference, Caroline 
herſelf perceives. —She followed me 
n. where 1 thought, as it was a 

25 ſmall 


> S.4 
- 
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r wie, 


I ou be traced, 
to avoid it chat I e e 
being diſcovered by Sir Francis. —I, 


— 9 


however, took no - meaſure to this 
purpoſe, and am glad 1 did not ſuc- 


ceed in my intention.— Oh, how I 
wiſh you was able to come to me 
but tis ſo far to Lancaſhire, and you 
have ſo much to occupy you, that I 
cannot expect it.— I will come to you, 
however, as ſoon as Lady Caroline 


returns to Scotland. Sbe tells me ſhe 


has inſuperable objections to going 


thither now, and propoſes, at ſome 
future time, to reveal to me the myſtery 
I now ſeek in vain. How kind are 


you to have embelliſhed Paradiſe for 


-me.z—it-. muſt be Paradiſe where you 


reſide, 


\ | — 


22 
| 9 85 
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reſide, whoarealways: preſent to me 


when I read Milton's deſcription of 


our firſt mother, | of whom you are 


ſurely the neareſt picture that has ſue· 
ceeded Edenic lovelineſs. Will: it be 
aid, that the love which our poet has 
deſcribed as viſible in her fair form, 
had more to charm, as being beſtowed 


on an individual, while that which 
diffuſes itſelf over your ſweet coun- 
tenance, has, from its general philan- 
thropy and benevolence, more to ad- 


mire and imitate. I wiſh I could ſee 


you enamoured of a mortal lover, in- 


ſtead of beholding all your devotions 
addreſſed to a Goddeſs, and they ſay. 


ſſometimes a ſevere one. But virtue as 


well as wi/dom- is juſtified of her chil- 
_—_ and you are more perfect, per- 


oa forming 


— 
: f „ 
\ 


— — — — — 
— — — ——— — 2 — 


nenn. 


forming the duties of a matron, with 
the affection of a ſiſter, and the for- 
bearance of a friend, than if occupied 
by one paſſion that alone filled your 
- heart. All my facuhies are abſorbed 

in my affections, and I have ſcarcely 
time to appreciate my duties; ſo that 
it I perform them, I perform them by 
impulſe not ſyſtem, and have no me- 
rit for even my beſt actions. I ſeem 
to have a fancy, to-day, to contract 
your merits with my own defects, and 
to praiſe you openly inſtead of be- 
Rowing on you that diftant and filent 
-admiration I am ſo much more ac- 
cuſtomed to.— How this happens I 
know not, perhaps, becauſe I am 
happy, [ take theſe liberties ;z—or, per- 
py * kind „ has taught 


me 


V. 


ERRORS OF SENSIBILITY, 139 


me  boldneſs.—More probably it ariſes | | 
from my being at two hundred miles | 
diſtance, and fo not awe-ſtruck, as to 
confeſs the truth I am ſometimes, when 
you, by throwing a grave caſt over 
your ſerene features, keep me more in 
order than another would by a frown. 
You never frown, 1 know, and if you 
did, it would not be on your poor 
little friend, who is much more likely 
than a fly, to be killed by ſuch ar- 
tillery. Ache, RO, ww very dear 
e | 


Your' 4, 


MARIA BAYNTON.. 


LETTER 
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1 RE JOICE, my dear friend, in 
your happineſs.—I forgive your praiſe, 
and I intreat you to come to me, that 
you may not dare to flatter me more. 
I do wiſh Lady Caroline was gone, as 

I would prefer enjoying your company 

alone; but fince you cannot quit her, 

| 5 „nor 


* 
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diſtance from me, I incloſe a letter, 
ſoliciting her to be alſo my gueſt. I 
beg my Rind remembrance to Sir 
Francis, and tell him, as he knows 
how dangerous it is to let you delay, 
I hope he will not be perſuaded to 
quit you again.— I have a contrivance 
to accomodate him-near us, ue. 


my houſe is not f ſpacious enough. 


+ Awol, dear: Marie 
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I, in conformity to the 
friendſhip you bear our dear Miſs 
Baynton, you can be induced to join 
her in a viſit to a very humble dwell- 


ri 


ing, I ſhall think myſelf much ho- 
nored by your company at Mitford- 


Et ©: Cottage. 


bn 
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Cottage. —All that i is in the power of | 


a. 


to make your time 


my ſiſters or my el 


paſs chearfully among us ſhall be at- 


tempted; but I rely more on our mu- 
tual friend, than any abilities of our's, 


for reconciling your Ladyſhip to an 


abode, far from that gay world in 
which you are formed to ſhine.—1 


am, Madam, very much your humble 


ſervant, 
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charming Miſs Harriot Williams, for 
her polite invitation ;—a Cottage with 


3 would preſent more delights to 
me, than a palace in more inferior ſo- 
Gery. — But, dear Madam „ this is a 

| pleaſure 


* 


| pleaſure I cannot enjoy; -a little time 
friend, whoſe almoſt tranſparent love-- 


lineſs, -whoſe exquiſitely delicate ſen- 


ſibility, —and whoſe thouſand graces 


and accompliſhments, raiſe her above 
all other beauties, and promiſe to Sir 
Francis, whoſe merit I can never 
enough admire, the moſt diſtinguilhed 
appineſs in that union, which 1 hope- 


will not be long deferred. I regret 


the neceſſity which drags me home 


the more, as by it I loſe the high and 
much eſteemed privilege I might 


otherwiſe enjoy of cultivating your 


ne, | 
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Let me dope ſome future time 
will reſtore to me the opponu- 
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nity I am now compelled to re- 


Je dender ſo exemplary a that of 
ö Miſs Harriot Williams. In the mean 
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<p time, dear Madam, ſuffer me to aſſure 
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$IR FRANCIS NEVILLE, 
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— iss HARKIOT WILLIAMS... 


A dallighes, my W friend; 
are flecting!—I am about to quit that 
angelic creature, with whom 1 have 
lately paſſed the happieſt hours of my 
exiſtence.— My worthy uncle, General 
Melville, is ill, and writes (through 
the medium of an emanuenſis) ſo 


Lz 55 preſſingly, 
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pang 1 60 entreat ee repair. to 
him-ar Bath, (whence, I fear, he will 
never return) that I cannot heſitate a 
moment in beſtowing on him that ſa- 
tisfact ion. have the greateſt poſſible 
alleviation of the pain which: attends: 
my departure from this place, in my 
beloved Maria's promiſe, to reward, 
with herſelf, my tenderneſs and truth 
on my return. Can there be bliſs 
beyond this „None, dear friend, ex- 
cept che actual poſſeſſion of what but 
| era . * f 


* Vous 8 moſt wel, 
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3 MISS H. WILLIAMS, . 
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this houſe is become 
fields have contracted a gloomy ſtill- 
nels, and the flowers bloom leſs gaily 
an before, line, too, ſo far 
from cheering me, is even more de- 
than myſelf. I cannot induce 
+, KR her 


* e 


would be a means of half WN Sir 
Francis to me; becauſe to you I could 

ver of my attachment and his 
worth.—It is not ſo with my friend 
here, ſhe is abſorbed in her own 
griefs, which FE daily to increaſe 
upon her; and if ever ſhe gives way to 
a ſmile, it is as a reply to my lamenta- 
tions, and in Caſſius's ſtyle. —Her's is, 
however, a friendly mockery, and ſhe 
declares to me, her only joy 1 is in my 
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now flatter rayfelf that n it will 
interrupt the deſtined happineſs of 
Sir Francis and my dear Maria. — He 
is gone to attend on a ſick relation at 


Bath, and on his return this moſt 
amiable. pair are to be united ;—in 


WIE ut IR eo ut 4 
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- 


— 


| | 5 eh bee rejoice,+—But now. for 


K other ſubjects. Our great neighbours 
at Hereford- Park beſtow on us ex- 
treme civility, and by beſtowing it, 
appear to think they act with a bene 

volence and condeſcenſion that gives 


. them a title to our perpetual acknow- 


ledgements, and forms a compenſation 


for all the ſorrows we have endured. 
They were induced to viſit us from 


- having known my father, and have 
-an idea, that this attention cannot be 
paid to, perſons in our ſituation, but 
in the ſtyle: of protection, ſo that I 
aſſure you I fcarcely know if the honor 


is a deſirable one. My ſiſters, how- 


ever, are glad to have ſuch faſhiongble 
and important friends, and ſometimes 


* « 
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en 
Charlotte 
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Odarlotte have not the privilege of 
_ wiſdom, though they have Jurely not 
that of beau, by cheir place. I have 
ſome difficulty to preſerve in them 
thoſe ſimple manners which uſed to 
form che grace of youth; but which 
1 giving place to a freedom and 
boldneſs which deſtroys all the winning 
ſoftneſs of opening beauty. My 
dear ba e not naturally led to this; 
© put example i 15 o very inſidious a 
guicke, that it is inſenftbiy followed, 
even while precept is not iatentionally 
4 _ negle@ed ;=and though I neither 
doubt the affection nor compliance of — _ 
11 lifters; 1 on to fear! maſt havs 


e the Indy "who has Siren che 
world 
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world many good and wiſe, hints on 
the ſubject of education, preſented us 
but that one line in which ſhe coin- 
plains, that our ſex are degraded. by 
the ſubſtitution ol manners for morais 
in our attempts to form youth, ſne 
would (were it poſſible to induce 2 
reform in this particular), effect What 


ey writers have been able to de, and 


the world would become wiſer and 1 
better by her means. The author of 
"7 The Rights of Woman” alſo merits 
praiſe for. many excellent. criticiſms, . 
and ſome of the general principles of 


her work deſerve more attention than 


will, perhaps, be paid them; but love 

of ſyſlem turns. the heads of wiſe men, 
and well may it abridge the diſcrimi- \ 
ng power of one who is only a 
r 9 1 
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wiſe woman: I take the ſubordination” 


of our ſex to conſtitute one ſpecies of 
that order, from which reſults the 
greateſt poſſible harmony in the whole 
of ſociety; and I ſee ſuch large ſtrides 


made towards its ſubverſion in ſo ny 


many ways, that I am timid of any 


invaſion. 'I have run from my ſub- 
ject, and quitted the Hereford family 
before I have given you any idea f 
them.—A few words muſt ſuffice.— | 
The Marquis is proud, "but from his > 


youth accuſtomed to rank, it is not 


perpetually. in his mind that he = 
noble ;—and he joins a cultivated un- 


-poliſhed manners, to his ſenſe of per- 


ſonal” dignity. The Marchioneſs, 
whoſe large fortune (which coming | 
| collaterally 
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ccollaterally was not very carly poſ- 
Ieſſed) had been the occaſion of raifing 
upon, — the dignity of her tation, or 
the never for one moment 1 
| e 1 tharbui — 
ſource, her conſequence - would” fink | 
when weighed againſt his, 
truth owes much of his preſent af- 
8 this marriage. She has 

5 more influence in the family than ber 
zunderſtanding, or individual reſpecta- 


36h. he 
8 


bility entitle her to; —but is one 


" amongſt many, who ſucceed firſt wich 
= Jn huſband and children, and con- 
ſeqventiy 
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ſequently with the world at large; by” . 
making great claims, and allowing no- 

oppoſition to their authority. Her 
daughters refemble her* as much as 
it is poſſible ſeventeen and eighteen 


can reſemble fifty; — for ſhe did not 
n, very young, and has two ſons 
now at college, —they are both, eſpe- 
cially the elder, who is ſoon to ſet out 
on his travels, highly ſpoken of.— 
— Julia, 1. always write e 


nee 2 Hotter, frag 
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ſide of my reſpected relation, whoſe 


life ſeems drawing towards its 


that I ſhall never be able to ee 
to my beloved Maria, the thouſandth 
part of that affection, tenderneſs, and 


«4 "2 "M.. +.4 Pe J 
TREE # &..4 ; 1 * 7 r 1 
r ; nisses 


HAVE fo few moments from the 


devotion, I feel towards her.— Had 1 


” 


years, 
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years, I could not ſpeak the fulneſs of 
my font!=Nay, Fam ever diſſatisfied 
with the feebleneſs of language, when 
would expreſs to you the ſmalleſt 
portion of what I feel - Reſtleſs and 
anxious becauſe from you, I but half 
devote myſelf to my good old friend. 
F am aſhamed of this, even tho” to 
think. of you ſeems a privilege - to 
forget all other objects. Whilſt, 
however, we have duties to- perform 
and comforts to beſtow, we muſt obey: 
their claims; and I have à degree of 


gratified ſelf· love, from the ſatisfaction 
my preſence. affords, when I reflect 
how much I ſacrifice —That it is a 
ſacrifice of my firſt delight, I conceal- 
from the, General, who, did he know - 

how much my mind wandered from 
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him, would not willingly agcept that 
_ alleviation of his ſufferings my perſonal. 
preſence occaſions. Even now I am 
called for,—even now I may no longer 
talk to you ;—but with you my ſoul 
continues, and ever will, while I enjoy 
the bleſſing of exiſtence Grant me 
a few lines to relieve me during this 
cruel abſence Let them ſpeak the 
e, and promiſe that you 
ur engagement to be 
ſoon as Lam able to 
claim that hand Ilive only 1 in the hope 
Kobuining- o 11 


Fe Your: ardent and fairhful lover, | g 
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